
This music emanates from the sounds he hears on the streets of New York. 
Also a pianist, David performs with the Grammy-nominated group Jazz in 
the New Harmonic, an ensemble that performs a mixture of  jazz and pan-
tonal contemporary classical works. In addition to working with major 
classical orchestras, David has performed at the world-famous jazz club 
The Village Vanguard, as well as the Newport, JVC, and Monterey Jazz 
Festivals. Besides being a musician and composer, David is also known 
worldwide as one of the leaders in the advancement of technological 
research on high-resolution recording techniques. He has produced 
hundreds of classical and jazz albums from artists as diverse as Peggy Lee, 
Astor Piazzolla, McCoy Tyner, Macy Gray, The Royal Philharmonic, and 
the classical pianist Earl Wild. 
  
For complete biography, discography, and composition list please 
visit www.davidchesky.com 

David Chesky, a three-time Grammy 
nominee, was composer-in-residence for the 
National Symphony Orchestra of Taiwan. 
David's works span both jazz and classical 
genres, and have earned him the distinction of 
being the only jazz composer ever to be 
nominated for a Grammy in the category of 
Best Contemporary Classical Composition. 
His operas, ballets, and orchestral works have 
been performed all around the world. David 
has developed his own unique style of 
composition he calls Urban Orchestral.

David Chesky - Director / Writer / Composer & Producer

http://www.davidchesky.com/
http://www.davidchesky.com/


Q: Why did you write THE MICE WAR? 

A:  I originally composed The Mice War as a children's theater 
musical. I was appalled every day, watching constant news on 

television about the Iraq War and other conflicts and wanted to show 
children - in a way they can understand in their own hearts - the 

absurdity of war. 

Q: Why did you decide to turn THE MICE WAR into a movie?  

A:  The Mice War theatrical production has been performed all 
around the world and children loved it.  Some schools use it for the 

basis of teaching about peace.  When I was the composer in residence 
of  the Taiwan Philharmonic, they produced a great Peter and the 
Wolf with this young animator, Yu-Shu Liu. Later on, when The 

Mice War was being performed in Poland, I was sitting in 
the audience and I thought, “If children love it in the theater, what if 

I animated it?” So I wrote Yu-Shu and we started the project. 

Q: What do you hope The Mice War will achieve ?  

A:  I grew up in a generation that wanted to change the world with a 
message of peace and love. We were supposed to change the world for 

the better. Something happened along the way.  My hope is that my 
children's generation will be a lot smarter than we are now and one 

day, people will learn to live in harmony with one another. 
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